Op Ed – For Contra Costa Times 

An Earth Day Wish - A Bold New Vision For Concord – A Sustainable Community With A Grand Public Park Like Golden Gate Park

Nearly 140 years ago, community leaders in San Francisco, out of concern that future families would one day feel overcrowded, came together to create one of the greatest parks in the world – Golden Gate Park, which is home to more than one million trees and 120 bird species. 75,000 people visit it on an average weekend.  

The community leaders of the East Bay, after seeing the Golden Gate Park success, took a similar bold step 65 years ago by making public watershed lands in the Oakland and Berkeley hills into the beautiful chain of regional parks that we enjoy today.  

Mount Diablo Audubon Society believes that now is the time for our generation’s community leaders to take the same bold and inspired steps that community leaders in San Francisco and the East Bay took so long ago. The City of Concord, and all of the Central Contra Costa County’s political and community leaders should come together in support of a Sustainable General Plan for Concord, including Concord’s version of Golden Gate Park.  

When compared with other development alternatives, we believe that community leaders will see that the public interest, the local economy, and public health will be better served by converting all of the vast lands that are already owned by the public, but currently occupied by the Navy, into a regional park.   

With bold vision, the City of Concord can promote moderate new growth in existing developed areas while creating a wonderful new area for its future citizens to enjoy.  And they will see the historic value in making part of those lands, Tule Elk, friendly again.  You can have open spaces in your backyard if you are willing to make it happen.

Mount Diablo Audubon Society encourages the City Council to visualize what the community can look like in 100 years with a vast regional park, in contrasted to more suburban problems that development creates.

This beautiful park would be a short hop for local citizens and would open up a vast open area for active and passive enjoyment.   With the North Concord BART Station as a staging point, citizens from throughout the region could come to Concord’s signature park.  

Residents in Concord and Central Contra Costa County are weary of continued traffic jams caused by rapid growth, widened highways and bridges.  By officially converting the entirety of the Naval Weapons Station public lands into a public park, the City Council will set an inspired example for other local communities.  With bold leadership, Concord can improve the quality of life for generations to come without increasing traffic on our regional roads and highways.
We encourage the citizens and community leaders of Clayton, Walnut Creek, Pleasant Hill, Martinez and Pittsburg to help encourage Concord’s leaders to see the value of our vision and make this proposed alternative a major focal point for discussion as Concord moves forward on this critical decision. 
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